College and Career Success Task Force
Governor O’Malley identified one focus of the P-20 Leadership Council as aligning high school graduation requirements with college readiness requirements.   Maryland is fortunate in that it has a history of preK-12 and higher education working on aligning curriculum for mathematics and English composition, but gaps remain. Performance standards expected of seniors and first-year college students are not as clear to students as they should be, and too many students who have completed a high school’s college preparatory curriculum are not prepared for entry-level college courses.  Both secondary and postsecondary education have work to do to ensure that more students successfully complete the first year of college and go on to complete their postsecondary academic programs.  

During this past year, the Council decided to have a task force review relevant issues and make recommendations for statewide change.  Dr. Nancy Grasmick, State Superintendent of Schools, and Dr. James Lyons, Secretary of Higher Education, were then named the co-chairs of the College Success Task Force.  Task force membership includes principals, school district leaders, legislators, GWIB representation, and college officials who work in admissions, academics, and administration.  

The task force is charged with making recommendations to the Council for new practices and/or policy revisions by appropriate governing boards that will help align expectations for high school graduation with college and workforce entrance, particularly in the areas of mathematics, reading, and writing.  It will also make recommendations regarding steps to ensure that once students are accepted into colleges and universities, their first-year experiences lead to success in college. The task force is expected to continue its work through March.
The work of this task force dovetails with the efforts of the National Governors Association and the Council of Chief State School Officers to have states agree to adopt rigorous Common Core Standards in mathematics and communications skills for K-12 and high school exit. Maryland has agreed to adopt these standards if they are at least as rigorous as Maryland’s.  The new Common Core Standards, developed in partnership with Achieve, the College Board, and ACT, are generally described as college- and career-ready standards. 
More information on the Common Core Standards can be found at http://www.corestandards.org/.  
More information on the task force can be found at http://www.marylandpublicschools.org/MSDE/divisions/leadership/programs/cstf/. 
